
Severe Weather  
Factsheet 

What is Severe Weather? 

Severe storms can affect 
communities at any time. 
They often strike without 
warning and can cause major 
damage to property, as well 
as serious injury and even 
loss of life. 

Severe thunderstorms can produce large 
hail, damaging winds, flash flooding, lightning 
and heavy rainfall. This can cause death, 
injury and damage to property.  

Damaging winds and heavy rainfall can 
also turn debris (small objects) into dangerous 
missiles as well as producing dangerous 
coastal and surf conditions.  

Pay close attention to weather forecasts and 
warnings at any time of the year, but 
particularly during storm season (November–
April).  

This information will assist you in preparing 
your home. 

Don't ignore the dangers. 

Source: RACQ Get Ready Queensland and www.qld.gov.au

How could this affect you? 

In order to take care of 
other loved ones, you 
need to take care of 
yourself  

Limit the amount of 
news your children see 
and the conversations 
they hear about the 
storm  

Think about where you will 
keep your pets, and what 
food and exercise they will 
need.  

Make sure your property is 
safe and locked?  

Having a plan in place, including other support 
for people you care for if you can’t continue 
helping them because of severe weather, will 
help to keep them safe and well 

PREPARING FOR SEVERE WEATHER:

 Prepare your home and business: the best time to
take action to get ready is before storm season
begins

 Prepare an emergency kit: which contains all the
items you need in an emergency

 Prepare for evacuation: discuss possible things
that could happen during severe weather with
people in your home and make a plan for what you
will do

 Check your neighbours and elders: Check in on
them after a storm hits and let them know what your
plans are

 Pet emergency planning: it may not be possible to
take your pet with you to an evacuation shelter, so
plan ahead and prepare a pet emergency kit

 Register for warnings and alerts and tune in:
contact your local council to register for warnings
and alerts. Tune into your local ABC radio, TV
station or remote Indigenous radio station for
weather and warning updates

Download the 
Self Recovery app 

Visit our website 
www.qld.gov.au/ 
communityrecovery 

You never know when bad weather will 
come.  

So be prepared! 

Visit https://getready.qld.gov.au/be-prepared/ 
for more information on disasters and how to be 

prepared 


