
Earthquake Factsheet 

What is an Earthquake? 

An earthquake is when the 
ground shakes and moves. 
They happen without warning 
and can be small, or very 
large and damaging.  

Most deaths during earthquakes are caused 
by falling objects. 

Other effects of an earthquake can include: 

damage to electricity and telephone lines 

breaking of gas, sewer and water mains 

landslides, faults (large cracks in the ground) 
and subsidence (land that becomes unstable 
or sinks) 

tsunamis (large waves caused by the 
earthquake). 

Remember to Drop, Cover and Hold On. 

Source: RACQ Get Ready Queensland, www.qld.gov.au and 
http://www.getthru.govt.nz/disasters/earthquake/

How could this affect you? 

In order to take care of 
other loved ones, you 
need to take care of 
yourself  

Limit the amount of 
news your children see 
and the conversations 
they hear about the earthquake. 

Think about where you will 
keep your pets, and what 
food and exercise they will 
need  

Make sure your property is 
safe and locked?  

Having a plan in place, including other support 
for people you care for if you can’t continue 
helping them because of an earthquake, will 
help to keep them safe and well 

PREPARING FOR AN EARTHQUAKE: 

 Prepare your home and business: know if your
community is at risk from earthquakes and be ready
at all times.

 Prepare an emergency kit: which contains all the
items you need in an emergency

 Prepare for evacuation: discuss possible things
that could happen during an earthquake with people
in your home and make a plan for what you will do

 Check your neighbours and elders: Check in on
them each day after an earthquake and let them
know what your plans are

 Pet emergency planning: it may not be possible to
take your pet with you to an evacuation shelter, so
plan ahead and prepare a pet emergency kit

 Register for warnings and alerts and tune in:
contact your local council to register for warnings
and alerts. Tune into your local ABC radio, TV
station or remote Indigenous radio station for
weather and warning updates

Download the 
Self Recovery app 

Visit our website 
www.qld.gov.au/ 
communityrecovery 

You never know when bad weather will come.  

So be prepared! 

Visit https://getready.qld.gov.au/be-prepared/ 
for more information on disasters and how to be 

prepared 


