
Cyclone Factsheet 

What is a Cyclone? 

Cyclones and severe storms can 
produce hail, flooding rains, 
lightning, high winds (greater than 
200km/h) and storm surge (high 
sea levels along the coast). 

Pay attention to weather forecasts during storm 
season (November–April)—this will help you protect 
your family and home. 

Prepare your home for cyclones and severe storms 
before they happen. 

If you are at home during a cyclone, stay inside and 
away from windows, doors and skylights. If you are 
outside, find a solid shelter where you will be 
protected from winds and rain. If you are driving, stop 
your vehicle and make sure you are not near trees, 
power lines and streams. 

Some people go outside in the eye of a cyclone (the 
calm time during the middle of a cyclone), thinking 
that the cyclone has passed.  

During this time there can be clear weather with light 
wind, no clouds, no rain and some sunshine. But the 
storm is not over yet, it is only the middle of the 
storm. 

The eye may pass in a few minutes or in a few hours. 
It is important to stay inside until you hear official 
advice that it’s safe to go outside. 

Beware the calm eye of the cyclone. 

Source: RACQ Get Ready Queensland and www.qld.gov.au

How could this affect you? 

In order to take care of other loved ones, you 
need to take care of yourself  

Limit the amount of 
news your children 
see and the 
conversations they 
hear about the 
cyclone  

Think about where you will keep your pets, 
and what food and 
exercise they will 
need. 

Make sure your 
property is safe and 
locked?  

Having a plan in place, including other 
support for people you care for if you can’t 
continue helping them because of a 
cyclone, will help to keep them safe and 
well 

PREPARING FOR CYCLONES:

 Prepare your home and business: the best time to
get ready is before cyclone season begins and, most
importantly, when a cyclone warning is issued.

 Prepare an emergency kit: which contains all the
items you need in an emergency

 Prepare for evacuation: discuss possible things
that could happen during a cyclone with people in
your home and make a plan for what you will do

 Check your neighbours and elders: Check in on
them each day after a warning is issued and let
them know what your plans are.

 Pet emergency planning: it may not be possible to
take your pet with you to an evacuation shelter so
plan ahead and prepare a pet emergency kit.

 Register for warnings and alerts and tune in:
contact your local council to register for warnings
and alerts. Tune into your local ABC radio, TV
station or remote Indigenous radio station for
weather and warning updates

Download the 
Self Recovery app 

Visit our website 
www.qld.gov.au/ 
communityrecovery 

You never know when bad weather will come. 

So be prepared! 

Visit https://getready.qld.gov.au/be-prepared/ 
for more information on disasters and how to be 

prepared 


