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Certain words are used to explain the people involved in adoption:
The child is you.
Parents are the parents you live with, for example your Mum, Dad or other name you call them.
Step-parent is the parent you live with who wants to adopt you. 
Biological or other parent is your other birth parent who you do not live with.
Pre-adoption counsellor is the person who talks with you about adoption and listens to what you have to say.
What does adoption mean?
If you or your parents talk about wanting to adopt you, this means your step-parent wants to become your legal parent.
‘Adopt’ means to choose and accept a child as your own
‘Adoption’ is the process by law that allows a step-parent to raise another person’s child and changes legal relationships. 
What does ‘legal”, or “law” mean? 
The word, ‘legal’, is like the word ‘law’. Laws are like rules. There are a lot of laws for adoption. This is because it is very important to follow rules so you, your parents and step-parent all agree on what is happening with your adoption and are considering what is best for you. 
What happens if I am adopted?
Your step-parent will become your legal parent.
Your biological parent and their family will no longer be related to you by law.
You will get a new birth certificate that names your step-parent as your parent by law.
Your new birth certificate will not include the name of your biological parent.
What are the other options if I am not adopted?
You can use your family name such as your step-parent’s surname when at school or going to the doctors without changing your birth certificate, but you can’t use it for legal documents such as a passport.
Your parents can apply to change your surname on your birth certificate to be the same as the surname of your step-parent or other members of your family.
Your step-parent could also apply to become your legal guardian through a court called the Family Court. A court, such as the Family Court, is where a judge makes sure laws are followed. 
Who must agree to my adoption?
Your parent  who you live with, and your other biological parent who you do not live with, need to understand what adoption means for you, what the adoption laws are and agree for your step-parent to adopt you. 
Sometimes, a court will decide for the parent you do not live with if they have different feelings about your adoption decision.
Do I have a say on whether I am adopted?
Yes. It is important for you to say what you think about the adoption. You will be asked about your views and wishes and whether you agree with your step-parent adopting you. 
Your pre-adoption counsellor will talk with you about adoption, listens to what you have to say and can support you to write down your views and wishes about being adopted. 
If you are worried about what might happen if you are adopted, you should tell your adoption counsellor how you feel. 
Your adoption counsellor will ask you if you are happy to share what you have said with your parents and the judge in the Children’s Court.
You can also talk to the person (called the assessor) who comes to your home to talk to you and your family about the adoption.
How does the adoption happen?
The Children’s Court, which is a different court to the Family Court has the final say about whether your step-parent can adopt you by law. 
If the judge in the Children’s Court believes adoption is best for you, the judge will make an adoption order.
It helps the judge make a decision if they know about your views and wishes about the adoption.
The judge also needs to know both your biological parents have agreed (consented) to your adoption and your step-parent is suitable to be your legal parent for the rest of your life.
What is an Adoption Order?
The judge in the court makes the adoption order under the adoption laws and will give this to your parents.
The adoption order is a piece of paper which will have your name, and your step-parent will be named as your legal parent.
The adoption order is proof of your adoption.
Can I change my mind after the adoption?
If you are adopted, your step-parent becomes your legal parent for the rest of your life. This is because the court has made the adoption order by law. Only a court can cancel an adoption order, (called discharging an adoption order) but this is very rare and there must be exceptional reasons why.
Will adoption mean I have to forget about my other biological parent and family?
No. Being adopted does not mean you have to forget about your other biological parent or family.
You can talk to your parents about them and even ask whether it is possible to have contact with them. 
It will be up to your parents to agree on what sort of contact you have. 
Who can I talk to if I have questions about adoption and my culture?
You can talk to your pre-adoption counsellor, parents or a person you trust, such as a teacher or a counsellor.
If you are an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander child, Adoption and Permanent Care Services can organise for you to talk to someone who can answer questions about adoption and your culture.
What do you and your parents need to know about information sharing and privacy 
All contact with Adoption and Permanent Care Services or the Department of Families, Seniors, Disability Services and Child Safety, is treated with sensitivity and your privacy is respected. 
Under the Adoption Act 2009 (“Act”), Adoption and Permanent Care Services is required and authorised to collect information from you during pre-adoption counselling to facilitate your proposed adoption. 
Where it is authorised or required under the Act, Adoption and Permanent Care Services will need to provide relevant information you share during pre-adoption counselling to your parent you live with and your step-parent, or to a court, tribunal, or other relevant person. We may also provide relevant information to the parent you don’t live with, and the assessor (called an Adoption Contract Worker) who interviews you and your family for the assessment. 
If you want know more you can access  www.families.qld.gov.au/about-us/our-department/right-information/information-privacy which contains information about how you can apply to access or correct information the department holds about you and how you can make a privacy complaint if you believe the department has not handled your personal information in accordance with the QPPs and IP Act.
Helpful contacts for you and your parents
Post Adoption Support Queensland (PASQ)
Provides counselling, intermediary, searching and support services to people impacted by adoption.
Phone:     1800 236 762
Email:      customercare@benevolent.org.au 
Website:  www.benevolent.org.au 
Kids Helpline
Children and young people can talk to a counsellor about anything at all. 
You can talk to a counsellor over the telephone, by email or online.
Phone:    1800 55 1800
Website:  www.kidshelpline.com.au 
Legal Aid Queensland
Free legal information service.
Phone:    1300 65 11 88
Website:  www.legalaid.qld.gov.au 
Lifeline
Anyone can call Lifeline. Lifeline telephone counsellors are trained to offer emotional support in times of crisis, or when callers may be feeling down.
Phone:    13 11 14
Website:  www.lifeline.org.au 
Queensland Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages
Provides information and access to adoption, birth, death and marriage records. Contact the registry for more information about changing your name on your birth certificate.
Phone:    13 QGOV (13 74 68)
Email:      bdm-mail@justice.qld.gov.au 
Website:  www.qld.gov.au/law 
Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia
Provides information about parenting orders as an alternative to adoption.
Phone: 1300 352 000 
Website:  www.fcfcoa.gov.au
Further information 
If you are unsure about what is happening, you can talk to your parents, pre-adoption counsellor or a departmental officer about your adoption.
Adoption and Permanent Care Services 
Address:   	Level 11, 127 Creek Street
	Brisbane Qld 4000
Postal address: 	GPO Box 1789
	Brisbane Qld 4001
Phone: 	(07) 3097 5100
	1800 647 983 (free call within Queensland)
Email:  	ads@qld.gov.au 
Website: 	www.qld.gov.au/adoption 
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