	

Queensland Government
 Information for parents considering adoption for their child
This guide has information and frequently asked questions to help parents consider if adoption is right for them and their child. 
If you are considering adoption, Adoption and Permanent Care Services in the Department of Families, Seniors, Disability Services and Child Safety (Department) can assist with information about adoption. 
Phone: 	(07) 3097 5100 or 1800 647 983 (free call within Queensland)
Address:   	Level 11, 127 Creek Street
	Brisbane QLD 4000
Postal address: 	GPO Box 1789
	Brisbane Qld 4001
Email:        	ads@qld.gov.au 
Website:    	www.qld.gov.au/adoption 

What is adoption?
Adoption is the process that legally transfers, the rights and responsibilities of parenting from a child’s parents to adoptive parents. 
Adoption is voluntary, which means it only happens with written consent and involvement from you and your child’s other parent.
Adoption and Permanent Care Services is the only agency with the authority to arrange the adoption of children in Queensland. It is unlawful for anyone else to arrange a child’s adoption in Queensland. 
[bookmark: _Hlk191374536][bookmark: _Hlk191374587]How do I find out about adoption? 
If you are considering adoption, you can go to the website: www.qld.gov.au/adoption or contact Adoption and Permanent Care Services (APCS) for information about adoption and the process. 
APCS can arrange support and pre-consent counselling for you to discuss the adoption process and explore the different permanent care arrangements for your child. 
Contacting APCS does not mean you have consented to adoption. There is no expectation for you to proceed with adoption. 
What is an Adoption Care Agreement?
An Adoption Care Agreement is a voluntary agreement between you and Adoption and Permanent Care Services (APCS). It allows for your child to be temporarily placed with an approved carer while you take part in pre-consent counselling and carefully think through all options for your child’s permanent care. 
Signing an Adoption Care Agreement does not mean you have consented to adoption. 
While the Adoption Care Agreement is in place, the Department has custody of your child, however you are still your child’s legal guardian.  This means you will continue to make decisions about your child, such as who they live with, their health and medical needs. You may also choose to have contact with your child and receive photos and updates.
Under the Adoption Care Agreement, the department will be able to make some decisions about your child’s daily care in consultation with you.
As your child’s guardian, you will need to keep Adoption and Permanent Care Services up to date with your contact details and be available for them to talk to you about your child.
You or your child’s other parent can end the Adoption Care Agreement by providing two days’ written notice to Adoption and Permanent Care Services. We will talk with you and your child’s other parent to develop a plan about the ongoing care of your child and who your child will live with.  
What is pre-consent counselling?
Under the Adoption Act 2009, the Department must provide parents with pre-consent counselling before they can consent to their child’s adoption. Adoption information must be explained to parents and provided in writing.

Pre-consent counselling takes place over several meetings after the birth of your child. The pre-consent counsellor will help you think about all possible options for your child’s permanent care. During meetings,  you will have the opportunity to ask questions in a supportive space where your views and wishes are respected. You will be provided with prescribed information about the adoption process and the legal and possible emotional effects of adoption for you and your child, so that you can make an informed decision. 
Your child’s other parent, and any person who is a guardian of your child, are also provided with pre-consent counselling, which is organised by Adoption and Permanent Care Services. 
You can start pre-consent counselling while caring for your child, or after your child has been placed with an approved carer/s under an Adoption Care Agreement.
The counselling takes place in person (or online if you cannot attend due to distance/location) and will be personalised to your circumstances.
An adoption officer, or a qualified  counsellor approved by Adoption and Permanent Care Services, provides the pre-consent counselling. If counselling is being provided by an adoption officer, you have the right to ask for a counsellor who is not an officer of the department. 
[bookmark: _Hlk200450440]During counselling, you will be asked to provide personal and sensitive information about you, your family and your family’s health. This helps to identify and treat any health issues for your child and assist with selecting adoptive parent/s who can best meet all of your child’s health and emotional needs throughout their life, should you consent to your child’s adoption. The collection of this information is required and authorised under the Adoption Act 2009. Refer to the Department’s website www.families.qld.gov.au/about-us/our-department/right-information/information-privacy for further information. 
In pre-consent counselling, you can share your views and wishes about what type of adoptive parents you would like for your child. For example, a family of a specific religion, cultural background, age, lifestyle, a single or two-parent family, heterosexual or same-sex adoptive parent/s.
If a parent is under 18 years of age, Adoption and Permanent Care Services has a legal obligation to arrange a person who has appropriate qualifications and is approved by the department to assess their capacity to consent to the adoption. 
The pre-consent counsellor will also meet with your child, to gather their views and wishes about adoption (if they are able to form and express views about the adoption). This aims to support your child to understand the adoption process, other options for their permanent care, and to identify any additional support they require during the adoption process.   
Pre-consent counselling for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander parents and children
The department respects Aboriginal tradition and Torres Strait Islander custom and does not promote adoption as a preferred permanent care option for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander children. 
If you choose to consider adoption, Adoption and Permanent Care Services will support you and your child’s counselling sessions in a way and at a place that is appropriate to Aboriginal tradition and/or Torres Strait Islander custom as outlined in the Adoption Act 2009. The counselling sessions will support you and your child to:
consider what other options (other than adoption) are available
understand the importance of your child being raised in a way that supports them to preserve and enhance their sense of cultural identity and connection to Aboriginal tradition and/or Torres Strait Islander custom. 
Your pre-consent counsellor can suggest an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander counsellor for you, or you can nominate one yourself.  
Consenting to adoption
If you believe adoption is right for you and your child, we will ask if you would like to sign an adoption consent form. 
The adoption consent form can be completed 14 days after your final pre-consent counselling meeting and must be at least 30 days after the birth of your child. The written consent of both parents and any guardian/s of your child are required for an adoption to occur. 
Once you have signed the adoption consent form, the Department becomes your child’s legal guardian. 
If a parent is unable to be located or identified, in exceptional circumstances, the Department can apply to the Childrens Court to proceed with adoption without a parent’s consent. In these circumstances, Adoption and Permanent Care Services will need to provide evidence to the Childrens Court that all attempts have been made to identify the parent and seek their views about the child’s permanent care. 
Can I change my mind?
After signing the adoption consent form, you can change your mind about your child’s adoption within 30 days. This is also called, ‘revoking your consent’. To revoke consent, you will need to notify Adoption and Permanent Care Services in writing or complete a revocation of consent form. 
After revoking your consent, you will resume guardianship of your child if you were your child’s guardian at the time of signing the consent to adoption form. 
Adoption and Permanent Care Services will talk with you and your child’s other parent about the ongoing care of your child and who your child will live with. 
If your child was under a Child Protection Order before you gave consent to adoption, this order will still be in place if you revoke your consent. This means your child will not automatically be returned to your care and will remain in the care of the Department.
If the Department believes there is an unacceptable risk of harm to your child if your child were returned to either parents’ care, Adoption and Permanent Care Services will make a referral to Child Safety.


What happens after consenting to adoption?
Adoption and Permanent Care Services is responsible for selecting suitable adoptive parent/s for your child. This occurs after the 30-day revocation period has ended for both parents and/or 30 days has passed since the Children’s Court dispensed with the need for the parent/s consent.  
When selecting suitable adoptive parents for your child, Adoption and Permanent Care Services carefully considers your:
child’s needs (such as health, medical and culture) and the adoptive parent/s capacity to meet all of your child’s needs throughout their life
preferences for an adoptive family. 
This selection process may take longer if your child has specific needs (such as health, medical or culture).
Under the Adoption Act 2009, Adoption and Permanent Care Services cannot provide you with the identity of the adoptive parents prior to adoption and therefore you cannot meet your child’s adoptive parents prior to the adoption. Adoption and Permanent Care Services can provide you with de-identified profiles/general information of the prospective adoptive parent/s. Adoption and Permanent Care Services will carefully consider your preferences and views when selecting adoptive parent(s) for your child.
Adoption and Permanent Care Services can assist you and the adoptive parents to develop an Adoption Plan. An Adoption Plan can include your views and wishes about ongoing contact and how your child’s needs for ongoing connection with their birth family, culture and history will be met.
Adoption and Permanent Care Services will then make an application to the Children’s Court for an interim adoption order for your child. A copy of your consent form is provided to the court.
[bookmark: _Hlk190962407]In Queensland, the Children’s Court is responsible for making adoption orders. 
Parents are generally not required to attend court when adoption orders are made.  
Adoption order for your child
The Childrens Court makes the decision about whether to grant an interim adoption order in favour of the adoptive parent/s. 
Under an interim adoption order, the adoptive parent/s will have custody of your child for at least 12 months and will be able to care for them and make decisions about their day-to-day care. 
During the 12-month interim adoption order period, the department continues to be your child’s legal guardian. Adoption and Permanent Care Services will provide support, in multiple ways including home visits, to the adoptive parent/s and your child to ensure your child’s well-being and best interests continue to be met. 
After the 12-month interim adoption order, the Childrens Court may make a final adoption order. 
The final adoption order transfers the legal parental rights and responsibilities from you and your child’s other parent to the adoptive parent/s.
The final adoption order is permanent and remains in place for the rest of the child’s life. Your child will be issued a new birth certificate with their adoptive parent/s recorded as your child’s parents.
Can I have contact with my child after adoption? 
You can have contact with your child after adoption if there is an agreed ‘Adoption Plan’ in place between you and the adoptive parent/s. 
Adoption and Permanent Care Services will assist you and the adoptive parent/s to record an Adoption Plan which will state the information you may share with each other, and the level of contact you may have, such as exchanging emails, letters, photographs, small gifts/cards, and face-to-face contact. Face-to-face contact is negotiated with the adoptive parents and is typically once or twice a year. 
The original Adoption Plan will be held by Adoption and Permanent Care Services. 
Legal advice
You can seek legal advice about adoption and all possible care options for your child by contacting Legal Aid Queensland or a law firm in your local area.  
Legal Aid Queensland may be able to provide services at no or minimal cost. For more information, phone 1300 651 188 or visit www.legalaid.qld.gov.au
Fees will apply for services provided by a solicitor at law firms.
[bookmark: _Hlk191380693]Interpreting and translating services
If you need help with interpreting or need information translated, call the Australian Government’s Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450. Information about the Translating and Interpreting Service is also available at www.tisnational.gov.au
Frequently asked questions
Should I name my child?
Yes. It is important for you to name your child as this is part of your child’s identity. 
You must register your child’s birth within 60 days of the birth even if you are considering adoption. Your child’s name on their birth registration form is their legal name until a final adoption order is made by the Children’s Court (if you choose adoption). 
At the time the adoption is finalised, the Childrens Court will consider your child keeping their given names to preserve their identity, and the child taking their adoptive parent/s surname. 
Can I nominate someone to adopt my child?
No. In Queensland, relatives and friends cannot apply to adopt your child. Your child can only be adopted by a person who has already been assessed by Adoption and Permanent Care Services as a suitable adoptive parent under the Adoption Act 2009. 
I’m pregnant, should I tell the hospital I’m considering adoption?
Yes. Talking to the hospital social worker or midwife is an important first step. The hospital will talk to you about different options and can develop a plan with you about the birth, including whether you would like to have the baby in the room with you or have contact with your baby in the hospital. 
With your permission, the social worker or midwife will organise for a staff member of the department to meet with you at the hospital after the birth. If you decide to place your child in the custody of the department by entering into an Adoption Care Agreement (this is not a consent to adoption), the hospital will communicate important information to the department about your child’s health. The hospital will also co-ordinate your child’s discharge from hospital into the custody of the approved carer/s.  


Should I consider other options for my child’s care?
Yes. Adoption and Permanent Care Services encourages you to think about all available permanent care options for your child, and to discuss these with your family and people in your support group. Family, friends or a counsellor may also help you find the support you need to care for your child.
If you are thinking about placing your child in the care of family or friends under a private arrangement, you, your child’s other parent (where possible) and the person considering caring for your child, should talk about and agree on:
the contact you would like to have with your child and what matters you wish to be consulted about
who will be financially responsible for your child
how you will make important decisions about your child while you are still your child’s guardian/s.
If you choose for family or friends to permanently care for your child, you should seek legal advice through Legal Aid Queensland or a private lawyer to:
understand the risks of placing your child with family or friends without formal legal arrangements being in place
understand all legal options for securing your child’s permanent care 
understand how you can formalise the care arrangements you have made (or intend to make) for your child by applying for parenting orders through the Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia. Parenting orders can state who your child will live with, who will be their legal guardian and who your child will have contact with. Parents may need to make these arrangements through a lawyer. 
What are the other parent’s rights?  
In Queensland, both parents have equal parental rights to participate in decisions about their child, including decisions about their permanent care.  
Adoption and Permanent Care Services will make all reasonable attempts to identify and locate your child’s other parent to:
· seek their views
· offer and/or provide pre-consent counselling 
· provide the opportunity for them to consent to their child’s adoption
· allow them to consider other arrangements for their child’s long-term care. 
Without involvement from your child’s other parent, your child cannot be adopted. This is why it is important for you to provide us with as much detail as possible about the other parent.
Adoption and Permanent Care Services will also ask the other parent for information that may be valuable for your child as they grow, including their family medical history and culture.   
You will need to let your pre-consent counsellor know if you have any safety or other concerns about the child’s other parent that need to be taken into consideration.
What happens if my child has complex medical needs?
If your child is under an Adoption Care Agreement and has complex medical needs, Adoption and Permanent Care Services will carefully select a care arrangement suitable for your child’s health and medical needs.  
If you choose adoption, all attempts will be made to place your child with adoptive parent/s with the capacity to meet your child’s specific care needs. 
Sometimes, children with very high medical needs remain under the guardianship of the department in a placement best suited to their needs. In these circumstances, the child’s parent/s are involved in discussions about where their child will be placed.
Other Support Services
Family and Child Connect, Queensland Government — 13-FAMILY (13 32 64)
[bookmark: _Hlk174958496]A service connecting parents and expectant parents with services, including for support with domestic violence and housing. 
Website: www.familychildconnect.org.au

Children by Choice — (07) 3357 5377 or 1800 177 725
For unbiased information and counselling on all pregnancy options.  
Email: advocacy@childrenbychoice.org.au
Website: www.childrenbychoice.org.au

Women’s Wellbeing Line — 1800 4WOMEN
For free and virtual mental health support and therapeutic counselling for women, girls and gender diverse people in Queensland. 
Email: wellbeing@wheq.org.au
Website: www.wheq.org.au/womens-wellbeing-line/ 

Legal Aid Queensland — 1300 65 11 88 
For free legal advice about parenting arrangements, domestic and family violence and child protection matters.
Website: www.legalaid.qld.gov.au

Community Legal Centres Queensland 
For a list of community legal centres providing free legal assistance and advocacy. 
Website: www.communitylegalqld.org.au

Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia — 1300 352 000
The specialist federal court dealing only with family law matters.
Email: enquiries@familylawcourts.gov.au
Website: www.fcfcoa.gov.au

The Ellen Barron Family Centre, Chermside — (07) 3860 7111
Providing parents who are experiencing significant parenting challenges with specialised education and support. This is a free program for parents of children from birth to three years.



Young Parents Program — (07) 3357 9944
A free support service for young pregnant people and young parents up to 23 years (who had their first child at 19 years old or under). 

National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) — 1800 800 110
Providing funding for eligible children and adults with a disability. 
Email: enquiries@ndis.gov.au
Website: www.ndis.gov.au

Office of the Commissioner (Meriba Omasker Kaziw Kazipa) — 1800 571 102 or 1800 571 102 
The Commissioner independently considers applications for legal recognition of Torres Strait Islander traditional child rearing practices and makes Cultural Recognition Orders. 
Email: office@ocmokk.qld.gov.au
Website: www.ocmokk.qld.gov.au

Parentline Counselling Service — 1300 30 1300
A free confidential telephone counselling service for parents and carers, available 7 days a week between 8am and 10pm.
Website: www.parentline.com.au

Lifeline — 13 11 14 — www.lifeline.org.au/ — 24 hours, 7 days a week
A free crisis counselling and referral service. 

13 HEALTH, Queensland Government — 13 43 25 84 — 24 hours, 7 days a week
Registered nurses staff the helpline and can help with child and adult health issues and positive parenting practices. 

Women’s Infolink — 1800 177 577 (free call) — 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday
A free and confidential statewide information and referral service for women. 

Raising Children Network — http://raisingchildren.net.au/
A website supported by Federal Government with a range of parenting information. 
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