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The 5-step process for a Cultural Recognition Order 
The process to apply for a Cultural Recognition Order has eligibility requirements that must be met. These are that: 
· at least one birth parent and one cultural parent is a Torres Strait Islander person, 
· the person the application is being made about birth was registered in Queensland and 
· at least one birth and one cultural parent is living at the time the application is made. 

For an application relating to a child there are additional requirements that also need to be met. These are that: 
· the birth and cultural parents must be adults at the time of the application and 
· the child’s birth has been registered in Queensland for at least 30 days prior to an application being submitted.

The following diagram outlines the 5 key steps in an application process for a Cultural Recognition Order.
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Preparing to make an application
- Check your eligibility
- Understand the legal outcomes of a Cultural Recognition Order.
- Ensure everyone involved in the application consents to the application.
- It is recommended that independent legal advice is sought before making or submitting an application.




Completing an application form
- Get either an adult or child application form and the addendum form from www.qld.gov.au.
-  Fill out the forms and attach any required documents.
- If you need help phone 1800 571 102 or email office@ocmokk.qld.gov.au.





Submitting an application
- Before you submit an application use the checklist to ensure you have completed the application form and have all required documents.
- Submit your application by posting to PO Box 7576, Cairns, Queensland 4870 or in person at Level 3, CitiCentral Building, 65-67 Spence Street, Cairns.



Commissioner review of an application
- The Commissioner will consider an application, including whether an order is in the child’s best interest and make a decision regarding a Cultural Recognition Order. 
- The Commissioner may ask you to provide more information to assist with this decision making.




If a Cultural Recognition Order is made
- Parentage is permanently transferred to the cultural parents
- The Commissioner will notify the outcome of their decision and provide a copy of the Cultural Recognition Order to those involved in the application (such as adult applicant, cultural parents and birth parents).
 The Commissioner will notify the Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages who will create a new birth entry in their records. Following this a new birth certificate can be applied for from Births, Deaths and Marriages.
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