What is step-parent adoption? 
Information for young people aged 10 to 17 years old
This booklet has information to help you understand what it means for your step-parent to adopt you, and to help you think about whether adoption is right for you.
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Introduction
Your step-parent may have already talked to you about wanting to adopt you, because they want to legally become your parent for the rest of your life. You may have been asking to be adopted by your step-parent.
There is a lot to consider, before a decision is made about whether adoption by your step-parent is right for you. 
What is adoption?
The word ‘adopt’ means to legally raise another person’s child.
If you are adopted by your step-parent, they will become your legal parent for the rest of your life.
Adoption ends the legal relationship between you and your biological parent, siblings and all other family members forever.
The people involved in adoption include:
parent/custodial parent - the parent you live with that has ‘custody’ of you
biological parent - the parent you don’t live with who is your birth parent
step-parent - the parent you live with who wants to adopt you. 
adoptive parent- your step-parent who will be your legal parent if you are adopted. 
Adoption and Permanent Care Services- a dedicated team within the Department of Families, Seniors, Disability Services and Child Safety
Pre-adoption counsellor – an adoption officer or another counsellor approved by Adoption and Permanent Care Services who will meet with you to provide information about adoption and to answer your questions.

Adoption means:
your other biological parent (you don’t live with) and their family will no longer be related to you by law
you will get a new birth certificate which has your step-parent as your legal parent. 
you will have the same legal rights as any other child in your family.
your surname can stay the same or you can take the surname of your step-parent
your new birth certificate will not include the name of the biological parent you do not live with.
How is adoption arranged?
The Adoption Act 2009 is the law that sets out how adoptions can happen in Queensland.
Adoption and Permanent Care Services is the only organisation that can arrange adoptions in Queensland.
Adoption and Permanent Care Services will provide you and your parent/s with counselling and information to explore if adoption by your step-parent is in your best interests.
Your step-parent will need to undergo an assessment which includes health, police, traffic, character reference checks, interviews and home visits. 
The assessment ensures they can meet all your physical, social and emotional needs, raise you in a loving family environment and are suitable to be your adoptive and legal parent. You and members of your family who you live with will be involved in the interviews as part of the assessment process.
If the assessment recommends your step-parent is suitable to adopt you and Adoption and Permanent Care Services agrees the adoption is in your best interest, your step-parent may apply to the Children’s Court to adopt you. 
The judge (called a Magistrate) in the Children’s Court makes the final decision about whether adoption is in your best interests. 
If the Magistrate decides adoption is in your best interests, the Children’s Court will grant an ‘adoption order’.  This is a legal document that makes your step-parent your legal parent and guardian. 
If the Children’s Court believes adoption is not in your best interests the court will not make an adoption order.  
Your parent and step-parent may only apply to the Children’s Court for an adoption order to be made after:
you and your parents have completed adoption counselling;
your parents have signed the consent to adoption form, or the court has given permission to proceed with adoption without a parent’s consent; and
your step-parent has been assessed and found suitable to be your adoptive parent.
What happens to my birth certificate if I am adopted?
If you are adopted by your step-parent, you will receive a new Queensland birth certificate, showing your new surname (should you choose to change this) according to the law.
Your step-parent will be named on your new birth certificate as your ‘father’, ‘mother’ or ‘parent’ along with the name of the parent you live with. Any children of your step- parent and parent (you live with) who are older than you will be named as sibling/s on your new birth certificate.
The name/s of your biological parent (who you don’t live with), and their children (your biological siblings) will not be included on your new birth certificate.
Your new birth certificate is issued by the Queensland Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 
If you were born in Queensland, your original birth certificate is kept by the Queensland Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 
If you have your original birth certificate from another state or country, it will no longer be your valid birth certificate.
How can I access my original birth certificate if I am adopted?
If you were born in Queensland, you can apply to Adoption and Permanent Care Services for your adoption information. If you receive your adoption information you will also be provided with an authorisation to allow you to apply to the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages for a copy of your original birth certificate. 
Your original birth certificate will be stamped ‘Not to be used for official purposes’ and cannot be used for any official identification purposes such as applying for a driver licence. 
If you were born in another state of Australia or country, you can contact the relevant registry of births in that state or country to request a copy of your original birth certificate. 
How will adoption affect my relationships with other family members?
Any children of your biological parent will no longer be your legal siblings once you are adopted.
Any other relatives, such as aunt/s, uncle/s and grandparent/s, will no longer be legally related to you.
Adoption does not change your emotional relationships and connections with your biological family.
Can I have contact with my biological parent and family after adoption?
Yes. Adoption does not need to change your emotional connection to your biological parent and extended family. It does not change the feelings you have for each other. 
Adoption only changes your legal relationship with your other biological family.
You can talk to your parents and ask questions whether it is possible for you to have contact with them in the future if you wish to. 
It will be up to your parents to agree on what sort of contact you have until you are an adult (18 years old) and can make your own decisions. 
Your parents and biological parent can make a private agreement about ongoing contact after an adoption order is made.
Adoption and Permanent Care Services can help your parents record their views and wishes about future contact in a document called an Adoption plan. 
An Adoption plan is a written agreement between adoptive parents and biological parents. A young person can also record their views and wishes and be part of the agreement. 
An Adoption plan is designed to capture how you, your biological parent/s/family and adoptive parents will have contact with each other and what information you will share, such as important events in your life, your birth family’s medical history, and your health and progress at school. 
Will adoption affect my inheritance rights – your right to receive (inherit) money, property or items from any members of my biological or adoptive family once they pass away? 
Yes. Once your adoption order is made, you will lose your automatic right to receive (inherit) any money, property or items from your biological parent and family. 
However, your biological parent or other family relatives do have the option to leave inheritance to you if they want to, by naming you as a ‘beneficiary’ in a written legal document called a ‘Will’. They can choose to make a Will before or after the adoption order.
You will have the same legal rights as any other child in your family and an automatic right to receive (inherit) from your adoptive parent in the event they pass away without leaving a will.
Adoption and Permanent Care Services, and the Public Trustee can assist an adopted person to receive an inheritance a birth relative has left them in a Will. 
How will adoption affect my cultural connections?
If you were born in another country, you will no longer have a valid birth certificate from your country of origin.
You may lose entitlement to citizenship to your biological parent’s country of origin. 
You will still be able to participate in your culture, such as traditions, activities and celebrations.
For Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander children and young people
The Adoption Act 2009 highlights that adoption is not generally supported within Aboriginal culture and is arranged differently in Torres Strait Islander communities.
If you are an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person, your parents will be asked to think about other options to adoption, so you can stay connected to your culture and community. 
If you are adopted, it is important you are cared for in a way that helps you to develop and maintain your connection to culture and community.
It is also important that you are supported to understand and identify with your Aboriginal tradition and/or Torres Strait Island custom.
If I may be entitled to citizenship of another country by descent, will I lose this?
If your biological parent was born in another country, you may be entitled to become a citizen of that country. This is called ‘citizenship by descent’.
If you are adopted, you may lose your entitlement to citizenship by descent as you are no longer legally related to your biological parent. Entitlement will depend on each country’s requirements for proof of descent.
Some young people have decided they don’t want to be adopted because of their future plans, for example, they plan to live and work in the United Kingdom and adoption may impact on their citizenship entitlements.
Adoption and Permanent Care Services can provide information to you about this and who to contact for more information. 
What are the alternatives to Adoption? 
Common Law change of surname
Your surname can be informally changed to your new family name (surname), and you can be known by the new surname. Common law arrangements are recognised for most purposes, even though the name change is not reflected on your birth certificate. The name recorded on your birth certificate must continue to be used for legal documents such as a passport.
Change of registered surname 
Your parents can apply to the Queensland Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages (‘the registry’), to change your name on your birth certificate to be the same as your step-parent’s and other family members before you turn 18 years old. Once you turn 18 years old, you can apply to the registry to change your legal name.
Parenting orders
Your step-parent can apply for a different order through the Family Court that gives them parental responsibility, without changing your legal relationship to your biological family. This is called a Parenting Order.
More information about these options is included in the Helpful Contacts section.
Who needs to agree and consent to the adoption?
Agreeing to your adoption is called ‘consent’. Both of your parents must provide their written consent for you to be adopted. 
Your parents will receive counselling and information about adoption, as outlined in the Adoption Act 2009, before they can consent to your adoption. 
Adoption is voluntary (a choice) which means your biological parent and your parent you live with do not have to consent if they do not feel adoption is in your best interests. The law says both your parents have the right to be involved in decisions about your future permanent care. 
In some circumstances, your step-parent can apply to the Children’s Court to proceed with adoption without your biological parent’s consent. In these circumstances, Adoption and Permanent Care Services will need to provide evidence to the Children’s Court about all attempts made to identify and locate the biological parent and to seek their views and wishes about your proposed adoption. 
If your biological parent has passed away, Adoption and Permanent Care Services will try to talk to their relatives to gather their views about your adoption during the assessment of your step-parent. This will be heard by the Children’s Court.
While your written consent is not required for adoption to occur, your views and wishes are very important.
The law in Queensland says your views and wishes about the proposed adoption must be considered by the court when considering an application for an adoption order. 
The law says you have a right to be:
given information you need to take part in the decisions and plans made about you, including your proposed adoption
asked about your views and wishes about what is best for you
given the support you need to express your views and wishes.
Expressing your views and wishes about adoption?
You can express your views and wishes about being adopted, in pre-adoption counselling with your pre-adoption counsellor. 
Your pre-adoption counsellor will explain everything you need to know and will ask about your views and wishes. The counsellor is focused on supporting you to ensure you receive the information you need.
Your pre-adoption counsellor will also talk with you about what adoption might mean for you and your family and answer your questions. If there are things you don’t understand, you can ask them to explain it to you.
It is important you express your views as openly and honestly as possible.  There are many ways to do this. It may be easier for you to explain your feelings by doing a drawing, or writing a letter, rather than talking about it. 
Your views and wishes will be recorded in a report. You can record your own views and wishes directly in the report, or your pre-adoption counsellor will record them for you.
Your parent and step-parent (and you if you wish) will receive a copy of the report.
Your biological parent will also receive a copy of the report if appropriate. Reading about your views and wishes may help them to make a fully informed decision about giving consent to your adoption.
The report is also provided to the Children’s Court if an application for an adoption order is made.
Culturally safe counselling 
If you identify as an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person, counselling will be offered in a way, and at a place, that is respectful to your tradition or custom. 
You can talk to your pre-adoption counsellor about how you would like counselling to be provided.
You can have a trusted person present during meetings, receive counselling on country or in a specific type of environment, in your language or in another way.
Counselling can also be provided by an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person who can talk to you about:
options for your permanent care other than adoption in accordance with Aboriginal tradition and/or Torres Strait Islander custom
the importance of being cared for in a way that helps you to develop and maintain your connection to culture and enhance your sense of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander identity. 
What are the lifelong emotional effects of adoption? 
Not everyone experiences adoption in the same way.
You may experience a range of feelings throughout your life. This is normal and can happen even if you wanted your adoption and had a positive adoption experience. It is important for you to know and understand the reasons for your adoption, to help you with these feelings. 
Although adoption creates new legal relationships, it does not take away how you feel about your family. You may feel a sense of loss about the relationships you had or wanted to have with the parent you don’t live with or their family, even when you have a positive relationship with your step-parent.
You may also feel unclear or confused about your identity (who you are, where you fit into the world, where you came from) and how to move forward.
There may be times when you have questions about your identity or find it difficult to understand why you were adopted. 
It is important that you feel like you can talk to your family, a close friend or a counsellor about how you are feeling and your adoption. We encourage you to have these conversations. You may be able to talk to your biological parent about your adoption. 
Some people adopted by their step-parent feel the adoption decision was made when they were too young to fully understand what it would mean. 
Sometimes, it may only be when an adopted person experiences a special moment in their life, such as becoming a parent themselves, when they think about meeting or re-connecting with their biological parent and finding out more about their birth history.
Although many people who have been adopted want to know about their biological parent or meet them, this is not always possible for a range of reasons, for example, their identity is unknown.
If you are feeling any of the above, and would like support, please talk to your parent/s or pre-adoption counsellor. Counselling can be arranged to provide additional support and a list of ‘helpful contacts’ is provided at the end of this document.
How do I know if I want to be adopted?
There are several people who will support you during the adoption process.
Your pre-adoption counsellor will talk to you about being adopted and answer any questions you have. 
Expressing your views and wishes about being adopted can be hard. Your feelings about being adopted may change during the adoption process or you may have mixed feelings about the adoption. You may even feel you don’t want to disappoint certain people. 
As adoption is a permanent decision about your life, it is important to be open and honest with your pre-adoption counsellor about how you feel. 
If you don’t know how you feel, you can discuss your thoughts and worries with your pre-adoption counsellor.
There are things you can do to help you decide if adoption is right for you. For example, you can:
ask to meet with your pre-adoption counsellor by yourself
make notes about what you want to talk about (in case you get shy or forget what you wanted to talk about)
ask to talk to an independent pre-adoption counsellor who does not work for the department
talk to a therapeutic counsellor or psychologist to support you to address your feelings and any mixed emotions you may have.
talk about adoption and any worries you have with your parents or another person you trust, such as a school guidance officer.
You can also have an opportunity to talk to the assessor (Adoption Contract Worker) who will interview you during the assessment of your step-parent.
If you identify as an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander child, Adoption and Permanent Care Services can also organise for you to talk to an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander counsellor or an appropriate Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person as outlined in the Adoptions Act 2009.
The Children’s Court may also decide you need extra support (from either a lawyer or another qualified person), so your views are heard.
What if I don’t want to be adopted?
If for any reason, you feel unsure about your proposed adoption, or want to change your mind, you should tell your pre-adoption counsellor, or parents, before the adoption order is made.
By law, your pre-adoption counsellor will need to know how you feel about adoption before the adoption order is made. 
What is required for the court to make an adoption order.
The Adoption Act 2009 is the law that sets out how adoption orders can be made in Queensland.
Adoption and Permanent Care Services must be satisfied (as outlined in the Adoption Act 2009) that your step-parent is suitable to be your adoptive parent and undertake the responsibilities as your legal parent before the adoption can be finalised by the Children’s Court.
Your step-parent and parent you live with are responsible for applying to the Children’s Court for an adoption order to be made.
What happens when the adoption application is filed with the court?
Your step-parent and parent you live with (as the applicants) are generally present in court when the application is heard. You can also be present.
A judge (Magistrate) in the Children’s Court has the final say about whether an adoption order is made. 
The judge will need to be satisfied:
adoption is in your best interests; and
there is no other order (such as a parenting or guardianship order) or no court order that would be better for you; and 
there are exceptional circumstances that makes an adoption order necessary.
If the judge decides adoption is not in your best interests, the judge may decide not to make an adoption order. If this happens, you and your parents can talk about options other than adoption that may work for you www.fcfcoa.gov.au. 
If an adoption order is made, Adoption and Permanent Care Services will send a notice to the Queensland Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, for the changes to be made to your birth certificate.

Can I change my mind after the adoption order is made?
The aim of adoption is for your step-parent to become your legal parent for the rest of your life. You, your parents and step-parent must be sure about your adoption before the adoption order is made.
Under the Adoption Act 2009, a court can only discharge (cancel) an adoption order under specific circumstances for example the order was made using false information, if the law was not properly followed when your adoption order was made, if your parent or biological parent did not agree to your adoption freely and voluntarily. 
Adoption orders cannot be discharged because you change your mind about being adopted. 
There are policies and procedures in place to ensure the adoption law (Adoption Act 2009) is followed, and all adoptions in Queensland are arranged lawfully. 
What if I want information about my adoption in the future?
Once you turn 18 years old, you can ask Adoption and Permanent Care Services for information about your adoption.
If you are under 18 years old, you can only get information about your adoption if your parent, biological parent, and your adoptive parent , give their consent. Adoption and Permanent Care Services must also consider whether this information is in your best interest, before it is provided to you.
Is there support available to me after my adoption is finalised?
Yes. Adoption and Permanent Care Services is available to answer any questions after your adoption is made. You can also talk to Post Adoption Support Queensland, who provide counselling and support for people who have been adopted in Queensland.

What do I need to know about information sharing and privacy?
All contact young people have with Adoption and Permanent Care Services or the Department of Families, Seniors, Disability Services and Child Safety, is treated with sensitivity and your privacy is respected. Under the Adoption Act 2009 (“Act”), Adoption and Permanent Care Services is required and authorised to collect information from you during pre-adoption counselling to facilitate your proposed adoption. 
Where it is authorised or required under the Act, Adoption and Permanent Care Services will need to provide relevant information you share during pre-adoption counselling to your parent you live with and your step-parent, or to a court, tribunal, or other relevant person. We may also provide relevant information to the parent you don’t live with, and the assessor called an Adoption Contract Worker who interviews you and your family for the assessment. If you want know more you can access www.families.qld.gov.au/about-us/our-department/right-information/information-privacy which contains information about how you can apply to access or correct information the department holds about you and how you can make a privacy complaint if you believe the department has not handled your personal information in accordance with the QPPs and IP Act.
Helpful contacts
Post Adoption Support Queensland (PASQ)
Provides counselling, intermediary, searching and support services to people impacted by adoption.
Phone:     1800 236 762
Email:      customercare@benevolent.org.au 
Website:  www.benevolent.org.au 
Kids Helpline
Children and young people can talk to a counsellor about anything at all. You can talk to a counsellor over the telephone, by email or online.
Phone:    1800 55 1800
Website:  www.kidshelpline.com.au 
Legal Aid Queensland
Free legal information service.
Phone:    1300 65 11 88
Website:  www.legalaid.qld.gov.au 
Lifeline
Anyone can call Lifeline. Lifeline telephone counsellors are trained to offer emotional support in times of crisis, or when callers may be feeling down.
Phone:    13 11 14
Website:  www.lifeline.org.au 
Queensland Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages
Provides information and access to adoption, birth, death and marriage records. Contact the registry for more information about changing your name on your birth certificate.
Phone:    13 QGOV (13 74 68)
Email:      bdm-mail@justice.qld.gov.au 
Website:  www.qld.gov.au/law 
Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia
Provides information about parenting orders as an alternative to adoption.
Phone: 1300 352 000 
Website:  www.fcfcoa.gov.au 










For further information 
If you are unsure about what is happening, you can talk to your parents, pre-adoption counsellor or a departmental officer about your adoption.
Adoption and Permanent Care Services 
Address:   	Level 11, 127 Creek Street
	Brisbane Qld 4000
Postal address: 	GPO Box 1789
	Brisbane Qld 4001
Phone:	(07) 3097 5100
	1800 647 983 (free call in Qld)
Email:  	ads@qld.gov.au
Website: 	www.qld.gov.au/adoption 
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