
  

 

Resource company applies for a 

mining lease (ML)  

Department of Natural Resources 

and Mines issues ‘mining lease 

notice’ to applicant 

Notification stage  

ML notice publicly notified by 

resource company—affected 

landholders given a copy of the 

ML application 

 

Decision stage 

EHP considers submissions and if decision is to approve, 

issues draft EA—written notice of the decision is given to 

applicant and submitters   

Information stage 

EHP checks application. EHP 

may require an EIS be completed 

by resource company (if not 

already completed) within 20 

business days from the 

application date 

Application stage  

Department of Environment and 

Heritage Protection (EHP) checks 

application within 10 business 

days to ensure it is properly made 

If EHP approves draft EA, a 

submitter to the draft EA (or any 

EIS completed for the project) 

may make an objection about the 

decision and request referral to 

the Land Court 

Land Court recommendation 

Land Court makes 

recommendation to Minister as to 

whether the ML should be 

granted, or rejected in whole or in 

part 

The Minister decides to grant, 

grant with conditions or reject the 

ML application—the Minister must 

consider the Land Court’s 

recommendation when making 

the decision 

ML cannot be granted if EA 

application refused 

Land Court recommendation 

Land Court makes 

recommendation to EHP as to 

whether the EA application be 

approved, be approved with 

conditions different to those in the 

EHP decision 

 EHP grants or refuses EA 

application, having regard to the 

Land Court’s recommendation 

when making the decision 

Notification of EA and ML 

EA and ML applications are notified at the same time in a 

locally circulating newspaper. Proponents also make site-

specific EA applications available on a website. EHP makes 

the application available on EHP’s website and at EHP offices. 
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The information stage will not apply if either the Environmental Protection Act 1994 EIS for the relevant activities has been completed, or the State Development and 

Public Works Organisation Act 1971 EIS has been completed and the Coordinator-General’s EIS evaluation report states conditions that relate to each relevant 

activity and the environmental risks of the activities and the way they will be carried out has not changed.  

The notification stage will not apply where the EIS process under the State Development and Public Works Organisation Act 1971 or the Environmental Protection 

Act 1994 was completed for the relevant activities before the application was made, the environmental risks of the activities have not changed since they were 

assessed in the EIS and if the way the activities will be carried out has changed, the change is unlikely to attract a submission.  This is important to note because 

when the notification stage does not apply, it means there is no ability to object to the grant of an EA except for where a submission has been made on the EIS.  
 

2
A properly made submission must be written, signed by the writer(s); state the name and address of each writer; be made to the chief executive; be received on or 

before the last day of the submission period.  

The information 

stage does not 

apply to standard 

EA applications 

Any person may lodge an objection 

about a ML application before the 

last objection day for the ML (at 

least 20 business days after the 

date the notice is received)—

properly made2 objections are 

referred to the Land Court 

Notification stage  

Resource company publishes EA 

application—members of the 

community may make 

submissions on the EA 

Land Court hears ML and EA application objections 

together—the Land Court may strike out objections that 

are frivolous, vexatious or otherwise an abuse of the 

process of the Land Court  

Opportunities for community participation on projects that require a mining lease under the Mineral 

Resources Act 1989, and standard, variation and site-specific environmental authority applied for 

under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 

Resource company applies for  

environmental authority (EA) 

If an EIS has been 

completed for the 

project, in some 

circumstances, the 

information and 

notification stages 

do not apply
1
 

Land Court objection stage 

EA submissions 

Any person can make a submission on the EA application. If, 

after a submission is made, EHP approves the EA, any 

person who made a ‘properly made’2 submission may object 

to the approval of the EA in the Land Court. The minimum 

period during which the community may make a submission 

on the EA application is 20 business days. 


