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Application form

Heritage

Entry of a place in the Queensland Heritage Register

Use this form to apply to have a place considered for entry in the Queensland Heritage Register under the Queensland
Heritage Act 1992.

Before completing this application form:

e read the Application Guide: Entering a State Heritage Place in the Queensland Heritage Register
available at www.gld.gov.au/environment/land/heritage/
o call 13 QGOV (13 74 68) and discuss this application with the Applications Coordinator, Heritage Branch

1. Applicant details

APPLICANT NAME/S TITLE
Jack Carr Mr

ORGANISATION NAME (if applicable)

POSTAL ADDRESS POSTCODE

EMAIL ADDRESS

TELEPHONE (business hours) MOBILE

TELEPHONE (after hours) EMAIL

2. Applicant consent

Ticking YES in the box below means you give consent to the department to publicly disclose your name with this
application. At no time (whether you tick YES or NO) will your personal contact details be made public during
processing and assessment of this application. The department removes contact details (i.e. address, email and
telephone numbers) from all copies of the application except those provided to the Queensland Heritage Council.

Applicant consents to personal information being released Yes® NoO

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE

PRINT APPLICANT’S NAME DATE SIGNED
Jack Carr 22/06/2026

HHQ/2022/5999 Version: 1.00 Last reviewed: 31 May 2022 ABN 46 640 294 485
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3. Place details

NAME OF PLACE AND / OR FORMER NAME
Gympie Fire Station

STREET ADDRESS
6 Bligh Street, Gympie QLD 4570

LOT/S ON PLAN/S LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA/S
109MCH2680 Gympie Regional Council

GPS COORDINATES (IF KNOWN)
-26.1917720840, 152.6682342922

4. Consultation with the owner of the place

Do you own the place that is the subject of this application? Yes O

If you are not the owner of this place, have you consulted with the owner? Yes

5. History of the place

No X
No O

HISTORICAL SUMMARY
Please see the attached assessment report for detailed history.

REFERENCE LIST
Please see the attached assessment report.

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS
Assessment Report.

Site Plan.

Photographic Survey Plan.

Niche Environment and Heritage, “Gympie Regional Council Heritage Places Study”, 2021.
National Trust of Queensland, “COOL 1/36 Gympie Fire Station”, 2001.

Gympie Regional Council Letter of Support.

Gympie Fire Brigade Minute Book Extracts.

6. Description of the place

WRITTEN DESCRIPTION
Please see the attached assessment report for detailed description.
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7. Statement of cultural heritage significance

Decide which criteria are relevant to your application and complete a response for each in the boxes below.
Write ‘not applicable’ against the criteria that are not relevant to your application.

CRITERION A

the place is important in
demonstrating the
evolution or pattern of
Queensland’s history

The Gympie Fire Station is important in demonstrating the evolution of fire services in
regional Queensland. It illustrates the transition from early volunteer brigades
(established 1875) and modest timber stations (1902) to permanent, purpose-built
masonry infrastructure in the interwar period. The 1940 station reflects growing
government investment in professional emergency services outside metropolitan
Brisbane. Later works including in 1948 and 1972 demonstrate the evolution of safety
standards and the pattern of growth in regional Queensland.

CRITERION B

the place demonstrates
rare, uncommon or
endangered aspects of
Queensland’s cultural
heritage

The Gympie Fire Station demonstrates rare aspects of Queensland’s cultural heritage.
Substantial two-storey masonry fire stations were uncommon in regional Queensland
during the interwar period; most remained modest timber structures. The Gympie Fire
Station is one of the earliest surviving examples of Interwar Functionalist style in a
regional Queensland fire station, with no earlier comparable example identified, as well
as demonstrating the adoption of more permanent masonry construction in regional
centres.

CRITERION C

the place has potential to
yield information that will
contribute to an
understanding of
Queensland’s history

Not applicable

CRITERION D

the place is important in
demonstrating the
principal characteristics
of a particular class of
cultural places

The Gympie Fire Station is a good example of a purpose-built interwar fire station,
retaining its original engine room, superintendent’s quarters, observation tower and staff
dormitories. Subsequent repairs and additions including the 1948 repairs and 1972
additions demonstrate the continued investment and growth of a regional fire brigade.

CRITERION E

the place is important
because of its aesthetic
significance

The Gympie Fire Station is architecturally distinct from earlier masonry stations such as
Albion and Dalby. The building is an excellent example of Interwar Functionalist
architecture. Its face-brick walls, simple geometry, curved tower, motifs and prominent
ridge-top location makes it a landmark building in Gympie.

CRITERION F

the place is important in
demonstrating a high
degree of creative or
technical achievement at
a particular period

Not applicable

CRITERION G

the place has a strong or
special association with
a particular community
or cultural group for
social, cultural or
spiritual reasons

The Gympie Fire Station has a strong and ongoing association with the Gympie
community and the fire service since 1875. The current fire brigade has continuously
served the Gympie community since its inception in 1900. It continues to operate as one
of Queensland’s oldest active fire stations and is valued by firefighters and residents
alike. Through the involvement of community members in the Gympie Fire Brigade
Board, the fabric of the building has been significantly influenced by their decisions.
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CRITERIONH Not applicable
the place has a special

association with the life
or work of a particular
person, group or
organisation of
importance in
Queensland’s history

8. Site plan showing proposed boundary

Attach a site plan to this form. Tick to confirm:

the site plan is drawn or sketched to scale

all significant heritage elements of the place are shown and clearly labelled in their approximate locations
the proposed heritage boundary is shown

the cadastral (lot on plan) boundaries of the place are shown

9. Photographs

Attach photographs to this application that show the place in its current state. Number all photographs and
complete the index table below adding more rows if needed.

If submitting an electronic application, submit the photographs in a digital file attached with the application form.
Maximum file size for digital images attached to this form is 250kb each.

If submitting an application in hard copy, submit the photographs as an electronic file saved onto a CD or USB
and attach one hardcopy print out of images to this application form.

DATE AND TIME TAKEN PHOTOGRAPHER
14/04/2026 Jack Carr

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS
By law copyright of material submitted is subject to conditions set out in the copyright licence for that material.

Please enter licensing details in the metadata for each image/file requiring copyright.

A copyright licence may be obtained free of charge from Creative Commons at www.creativecommons.org. Creative
Commons licence ‘Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-No Derivative Works’ is recommended. This licence
maintains author copyright but allows others to copy and distribute work provided the author is given credit (in a way
specified by the author) and the work is not changed in any way and is not used commercially.

IMAGE NUMBER FILE NAME DESCRIPTION

001 IMG_001 Gympie Fire Station main building from
Bligh Street showing Bligh Street and
Nelson Road frontage

002 IMG_002 Gympie Fire Station main building and
1970s additions from Bligh Street showing
Bligh Street frontage.

003 IMG_003 Gympie Fire Station main building and
1970s additions from Bligh Street showing
Bligh Street frontage.

Page 4 of 5 HHQ/2022/5999 Version: 1.00 Last Reviewed: 31 May 2022 ABN 46 640 294 485


http://www.creativecommons.org/

Application form

Entry of a place in the Queensland Heritage Register

004 IMG_004 Gympie Fire Station main building taken
from Nelson Road showing Nelson Road
frontage.

005 IMG_005 Rear of Gympie Fire Station main building
taken from Nelson Road.

006 IMG_006 Gympie Fire Station storage shed and
communications tower taken from Nelson
Road.

007 IMG_007 Communications tower, fencing and BA

room taken from Bligh Street.

008 IMG_008 Gympie Fire Station main building signage
and lighting taken from Bligh Street.

009 IMG_009 Old fire station bell on hardstand taken
from Bligh Street.

010 IMG_010 Gympie Fire Station main building taken
from Bligh Street.

011 IMG_011 Entrance vestibule taken form Nelson
Road.

10.Lodgement

All sections of this form must be completed and attachments prepared (in particular the site plan showing the
proposed heritage boundary and photographs of the place) before an application is lodged. Incomplete
applications cannot be accepted.

Send one copy of the completed form and attachments to:

Email: OR Post:
heritage@des.qgld.gov.au
Applications Coordinator
Heritage Branch
Arts and Heritage
Department of Environment and Science
GPO Box 2454
Brisbane Qld 4001

Further information

e email heritage@des.qld.gov.au
e call 13 QGOV (13 74 68) and ask to speak to the Applications Coordinator, Heritage Branch

o visit www.gld.gov.au/environment/land/heritage/
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Statement of History

Fire protection within Gympie has evolved from volunteer brigades in the 1870s to a
permanent professional service, with the current fire station reflecting the growing
professionalism and infrastructure investment in regional Queensland emergency
services during the interwar period.

The earliest Fire Brigade in Gympie was established in December 1875/, as the Gympie
Volunteer Fire Brigade. Their first outfit was a “blue serge coat or tunic faced with red,
blue serge trousers with red stripe, cap, leathern belt with tomahawk in case”'. It was
reported in May 1876'" that the Brigade intended to have four depots, “the Police
Barracks, the Varieties Theatre, Mr Woodrows’s yard, and the Apollonian Vale
[presumably Apollonian Vale Hotel]”. However, it appears that the brigade would
primarily operate from the old Court House (now demolished)".

An early test of the fire brigade proved its effectiveness:

“On the afternoon of Wednesday a cottage on the Calton Hill narrowly escaped
destruction by fire, the owners having left the premises carelessly leaving a large
fire burning... An extemporised and very effective fire brigade, consisting of
school teachers and others, was quickly on the spot, and succeeded in saving
the premises before any considerable, damage had been done”.¥

The Gympie Volunteer Fire Brigade was still operating in 1878, however by 1882 it
appears to have been disbanded owing to their property being purchased by the local
Council""

At a public meeting at the Masonic Hall on 5 July 1883, a new fire brigade was formed"".

Fire BriocAveE.—A meeting of those in-
terested in the forming of & Fire Brigade on
Gympie was held last night in the Masonic
Hall, and was attended by about 60 persons
The {Mayor (Mr. W. Sinyth) presided, and
resd the advertisement convening the meeting,
He gcuuul? explained the workings of a
brigade, and the advaotages that accrue to
the public from them, and observed that there
was a great necessity for one on UGympie,
Mr. C. Rowe moved, Mr. Allen seconded,
**That a fire brigade be formed on Gympie,”
A committee of the following gcntlomen WaS
formed for the purpose of making all arrange.
meénts in connection with the affair, Messrs,
Allen, Crawford, Ramsey, Rowe, M'Donald,
Ford, and Wall, Mr, C. Robinson was ap.
pointed secretary pro tem, A vote of thaoks
to the chairman closed the meetlng,

Figure 1 The Gympie Miner and One-mile and Monkland Advertiser, “Notes and news”, 6 July 1883, pg. 2.

Page 3 of 76 Application to Enter - Gympie Fire Station



At a meeting of the Municipal Council in August 1883 the newly formed fire brigade was
discussed in detail. In particular, the Council was concerned about the proposed
engine, the lack of adequate water supply and therefore were not willing to provide the
requested £311>.

Within a year, the operational status of the new fire brigade was raised at a Council
meeting to which the mayor replied, “l think at present it is dead.””

Despite ongoing pressure through the late 1880s and 1890s, often after fires, to form a
new fire brigade, it appears that no additional brigades were formed until 1900.

On 20 November 1900, the city council held a public meeting to gauge the community
interest in establishing a new local volunteer Fire Brigade”. This meeting was well
attended, and it was decided to establish a new 20-man brigade.

On 21 December 1900, the services of the newly formed Fire Brigade had been
accepted, and the provisions of the Fire Brigades Act of 1881 had been extended to
Gympie*'.

IIome Sccutar\ a8 Oﬂ'ce
Lusbme 21st December, 1900.

i iIS Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive

Council, has, in pursuance of the provisions of * The Iire
Brigades Act of 1881,” been pleased to accept the services of the
undernamed persons, who have enrolled themselves as a Fire Brigade
for the town of Gympie, under the name or designation of *“The
Gympie Voluntesr Fire Brigade” : —

W. H. SHAMBLER,
J. J. Merviy,
Joun HAMinTON,
FRreperIiCK ROF¥FE,
Fraxk Kramy,
Hexry WrILLeTT,
Daxien C. DowLIxG,
W. Brown,

J. C'HRISTIANSEN,
J. H. GraxT,

K. H. Lusxk,

E. CLARIDGE,

O. LARSEN,

F. Brigas,

D. Marsnarni,

V. SMmrTH,

W. 1‘Lh\1[\(.,

C. F. Gregvy,

R. \[m)mn()\,

W. E. BrrsivGE, and
JOHN (FEARY,

J. F. G. FOXTON.

Flgure 2 Queensland Government Gazette, 22 December 1900 Vol 74, pg 1764

The Gympie Fire Brigade Board was officially gazetted on 30 March 1901,

GYMPIE.

Daniel Mulcahy (Mayar of Gympie)
Daniel Cuompton Dowling (nominated by Mumcxpal Council of '

Gympie)

Frederick Vaughan and Charles Beevor "lteele (elected by the Fire

Insurance Companies)

Jacob Stumm and Jeremiah Swanton Cullmane (appointed by the

Governor in Council).

Figure 3 Queensland Gazette, no 110, vol 75, 30 March 1901, pg. 1151.

By May 1901, the brigade had begun advertising for a superintendent with a wage of £50
per annum*",
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The first fire station erected at a site on Caledonian Hill was constructed in 1902,
consisting of a station and belfry at a cost of £253 5s 1d*. This site had previously been
used for gold mining with several shafts having since been capped. The original bell was
purchased for £25 from the South Brisbane Fire Brigade'. This early building was “a
compact weatherboard structure, measuring 30 feet by 30 feet, and built entirely of
hardwood.” The inside being divided into 3 compartments, the engine room, recreation
room and office. The board also considered future growth of the station and installed
“hardwood wall plates” to enable an additional storey to be added later*'. The second
storey was added in 1904 to house the superintendent and his family at a cost of £194
12s. Sometime before 1938, the belfry was replaced with a steel tower,

Figure 4 Gympie Times and Mary River Mining Gazette, “The Gympie fire brigade station”, 21 June 1904, pg. 10.

The Board initially sought approval for a £5000 loan*™* to replace the existing station,
however by September 1939, the Gympie Fire Brigade Board had received permission to
borrow £6500 from the Insurance Commissioner®. This was a considerable amount of
money with the annual cost of the State’s fire brigades in 1938 equalling £86800™. At
the time, the cost of the brigade was shared between the local government, the State
Government and insurance companies at two sevenths, two sevenths, and three
sevenths respectively.

Prior to construction of the new fire station in 1939, the existing two storey
weatherboard building was relocated to Stewart Terrace where it is now used as
housing.
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On 15 December 1938, The Gympie Fire Brigade Board voted to appoint Charles Herbert
Griffin over E. H. Boden as architect for the proposed new building®'. In May 1939,
tenders for builders and removal were placed in the Gympie Times by the Architect and
Board™ii, Twelve contractors tendered and at a special meeting on 13 July 1939, the
Board recommended that the original plans by C.H Griffin and David Malcom Kay
(tendered £5779) as contractor be accepted by the State Government®V,

Prior to construction, a shed was constructed at the rear of the property™ to maintain
operational capacity and house a single fire ree®".

Between 1939-40, a new masontry fire station was built on the site at a cost of
approximately £6500. Internally, the ground floor contained the engine room, watch
room, dormitory, kitchenette, bathroom, recreation room and board room. The 1st floor
contained the superintendent’s living area. The 2" floor contained the tower room and
above it the open-air observation deck. Extending from the ground floor to the 2" floor is
a timber staircase that was reportedly constructed in Gympie and transported to site on
the back of a ute, requiring helpers to walk beside the vehicle to steady the staircase’.

Externally, the station was constructed on a corner block between Bligh Street and
Nelson Road with face brick. It was reported that the roof was initially intended to be
steel, however war time conditions resulted in the roof being of fibrocement. The
original architectural plans show that the building was constructed around the steel bell
tower, which has now been removed. The original bell is now situated between the two
main roller doors.

At the time of opening on 24 August 1940, the then Minister for Health and Home Affairs
commented that “[those] that thought expensive and up-to-date public buildings were a
waste of money, the Government retorted that the most economical way to build was to
erect public institutions that would meet the requirements of a city for years.” This
investment was successful with the fire station being one of the oldest operational
stations in the state®'.

The station was designed in the Interwar Functionalist style for the site and built by local
contractor D.M. Kay™ii with P. J. Coombe as Clerk of Works*™. Plans for the station were
prepared by Brisbane architect C.H. Griffin in 1938-39**. From 29 June 1939, C.H. Griffin
was present at several Board Meetings in the capacity of architect®~.

" Greg Albury, 2026
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Figure 5 Gympie Mining Museum and Historical Society, Gympie Fire Station architectural plans, 1938

C.H. Griffin was a London trained architect who worked on many residential and
commercial projects in Queensland. Between 1933-40 Griffin was a Councillor for the
Queensland Institute of Architects™ . Other commercial work designed by C. H. Griffin
includes the 1939-40 additions to the Gympie Town Hall (QHR 602789). Builder D.M.
Kay “was made foreman of Public Works in the Gympie area after the World War Il and
built and extended many public buildings in the Gympie area” . Information contrary
to this indicates that D.M. Kay may have gone bankrupt due to costs associated with
war time shortages while building the Gympie Fire Station.
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Figure 6 State Library of Queensland, "Griffin architectural photo albums', ca 1940, item 6863, box 14278.

The Interwar Functionalist style was a form of Modernist architecture imported by
European architects in an attempt to innovate and rationalise design principles.
Functionalism was unshackled from the burden of tradition and could innovate to
improve the lives of its inhabitants, as the Courier Mail wrote in 1936, “Functionalism
sets its face resolutely against unnecessary, uneconomic duplication.”*V

The Gympie Fire Station shares similarities with other notable Modernist buildings such
as the Masel Residence (QHR 601552, built 1938, designed by Charles Fulton).

During this period, the construction of masonry fire stations was uncommon in
Queensland with other regional examples including the Dalby Fire Station (1935 QHR
602754) while most examples were largely confined to metropolitan Brisbane such as
Albion Fire Station (QHR 602246), South Brisbane Fire Station (demolished), and the
Brisbane Fire Brigade Headquarters (demolished)*. As such, the Gympie Fire Station is
an early surviving example of the adoption of masonry buildings throughout regional
Queensland™, Additionally, the building is an excellent example of the Interwar
Functionalist architectural style featuring face brick walls, simple geometry and curved
elements™i,

Less than three years after opening, on 5 March 1943 a 20-year-old relieving fire
watcher, Keith ‘Kevin’ Bennett, fell from the open-air observation tower onto Bligh
Street™ ', He was taken to hospital and died from his injuries the next morning on 6
March 1943, Kevin’s uncle, Henry ‘Mick’ Bennetts served as a fireman from 1909 to
1950.
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In 1944, the Gympie fire station plans were forwarded to the Longreach Fire Brigade
Board to consider whether the building would suit their site and needs*.

In April 1946, a discarded electric air raid siren was installed to notify the public in case
of fire and was first tested on the 29 April 1946. In the past, firefighters would activate
the air raid siren at midnight on New Years Eve, however one year it was not possible to
stop the siren, and it reportedly wailed for an hour before the fuse was removed. This
resulted in the original siren being removed and a smaller one being installed on the
spire at the rear of the tower?. It was also reported that plans to install lights on the
tower’s cardinal points to denote where fires were located was proposed, however it is
unknown if these were ever installed.

In 1947, the board asked for permission to obtain a £2000 loan to undertake repair
works to the station*. On 22 January 1948, architect W.R.H. Goodwin and contractor
Baxter were appointed™. This was reportedly to replace the fibro-cement roof that had
been originally installed as it leaked badly®.

After sitting defunct for several years, On 1 July 1948, the board called for tenders for
the purchase and removal of the bell tower excluding the bell*".

In 1955 the Toowoomba Fire Brigade Board visited Maryborough, Gympie and Mount
Gravatt Fire Stations to help inform them when designing their new Toowoomba Fire
Station (Demolished 2010)*".

The 1972 additions included enclosing the open-air observation tower, additional
engine housing, auxiliary rooms and workshops™'. Some sources, including the
National Trust of Queensland’s heritage listing, refer to these works occurring in 1963;
however, they do not appear in aerial imagery taken in 1969, but are visible in 1974
imagery™i,

The recreation room at the rear of the station previously housed a billiards table with
ambulance and police officers frequenting the station through the back stairs to play a
game.

A 4-bay shed used for vehicle storage was constructed between 1978 and 1984, is
located to the south of the main building.

In 1993, the Gympie Fire Station was transferred from the local board to the newly
formed and centralised State Fire Department. This saw decision making move from
Gympie to Brisbane for the first time. The last superintendent/chief, John Corbet
remained at the station until 1995 before departing®. A gate was previously installed
across the entrance vestibule off Nelson Road but was removed after amalgamation
with the State Fire Department®.

2 Greg Albury, 2026
3 Greg Albury, 2026
4 Greg Albury, 2026
5 Greg Albury, 2026
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In the 2000’s all the asbestos was removed from the building including the flooring in
the 2nd floor tower room.

Between 2012 and 2014 a room was constructed to the rear of the 1972 engine rooms
and is now used as a breathing apparatus room.

Between 2017-2018, due to a vehicle break-in®, black security fencing was installed
along Bligh Street and Nelson Road.

In 2015, the Gympie Fire Station celebrated its 75" anniversary. Around this time the
original bell on Nelson Road was removed, restored and mounted in a frame which now
hangs inside the station.

Despite ongoing plans for a new station at Monkland, the site has been continuously
used since 1900 with the Fire Station being one of Queensland’s oldest operational fire
stations as well as a rare regional example of interwar masonry fire station design.

Description

The Gympie Fire Station is located on the corner of Bligh Street and Nelson Road,
Gympie. The site comprises the main 1940 fire station building, 1970s additions as well
as associated outbuildings and hardstand areas. Occupying a prominent ridge-top
position, the station is a landmark in Gympie with commanding views over the
surrounding region.

The 1940 two-storey, excluding tower rooms, masonry building is constructed of face
brick with strong horizontal and vertical elements, particularly around the windows,
doors, and the distinctive curved observation tower. The tower features a stylised Art
Deco sunburst/flame motif symbolising the fire service. The external facade remains
significantly intact, with later additions including window awnings and air conditioner
units.

The ground floor contains the engine room (originally housing two appliances, extended
westward in 1972 to accommodate two more), turnout room, breathing apparatus
room, control room/office, kitchen, locker room, bathrooms, laundry, dormitories and
training/rec room. This level has had the most significant changes, primarily for
operational purposes. These changes include moving the bathroom door, constructing
a new female bathroom opposite the existing bathroom, installation of false ceiling and
dormitories in the original recreation room and removal of the original timber doors
leading to the recreation room and board room. The original board room table is nhow
used in the main kitchen located behind the main engine room.

The first floor remains significantly intact, retaining all of the original 1940 rooms.
Additionally, much of the fabric such as timber doors including lead light French doors,

8 Greg Albury, 2026
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fittings, cornices etc remain. The kitchen, bathroom and lavatory, while still retaining
the same use, have been renovated. Both of the two verandahs have been fully
enclosed and the original bifold timber doors to the western verandah have been
removed.

The tower includes a ground-level control room, an office in the original lounge room on
the second floor, an observation room on the third level with six small windows now
used to house server equipment, and access to the now-enclosed observation deck.
Originally a vestibule was located on the observation deck to keep the station weather
tight, however after enclosing this area it was converted into a balustrade. A siren is
located on a spire attached to the top of the tower and replaced an earlier larger one.

A significant amount of the cornice is extant. Simple dental cornice is used throughout
with more elaborate styles used in rooms such as the original bedrooms, boardroom
and dormitory.

The internal timber staircase is in good condition and extends from the ground floor to
the 2" floor tower room. It features curved banister between the ground floor and 1%
floor and turned balusters.

The original bell has been replaced by an electronic bell and is displayed on the
hardstand between the two main roller doors.

The 1972 additions (additional engine housing, auxiliary rooms, and workshops) and the
enclosure of the observation deck are sympathetic to the original design utilising simple
geometry, parapet walls and face bricks. The grounds include concrete hardstand areas
for engine access on Bligh Street and Nelson Road, with grassed areas along Nelson
Road.

A large communication tower is located to the south-west of the 1972 additions.

The 2010s breathing apparatus room, while not face brick has been painted in a brown
colour to blend with the existing.

The buildings and grounds are well maintained and appear to be in good condition.

Existing Heritage Listings

National Trust of Queensland’s Heritage Register COOL 1/36

On 9 May 2001, the fire station was added to the National Trust of Queensland’s
heritage register<*.

The National Trust’s report noted that fire station met criterion B2, D2, E1, F1 and G1.
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Gympie Regional Council’s Local Heritage Register

The Gympie Fire Station is listed in Schedule 4 Local Heritage Places of the Gympie
Regional Council’s Planning Scheme 2013 version 4.

In the endorsed local heritage study report by Niche Environment and Heritage the
Gympie Fire Station met criterion A, B, D, E and H".

Historical Photographs

Figure 7 Gympie Regional Libraries, Old Gympie Fire Station, N.D.
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Figure 8 State Library of Queensland, "Griffin Architectural photo albums', ca 1940, item 6863, box 14278.

Figure 9 State Library of Queensland, "Griffin Architectural photo albums', ca 1940, item 6863, box 14278.
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Figure 10 Gympie Regional Library, Gympie Fire Station showing timber tower, pre-1948.

Fiure 11 State Libra‘ry of Queer;sland, Gy;;)pie Fire Sttlon, 1955
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Photographic Survey

Figure 12 IMG_001 - Gympie Fire Station main building from Bligh Street showing Bligh Street and Nelson Road
frontage

Figure 13 IMG_002 - Gympie Fire Station main building and 1970s additions from Bligh Street showing Bligh Street
frontage.
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Figure 14 IMG_003 - Gympie Fire Station main building and 1970s additions from Bligh Street showing Bligh Street
frontage.

Figure 15 IMG_004 - Gympie Fire Station main building taken from Nelson Road showing Nelson Road frontage.
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Figure 16 IMG_005 - 005 IMG_005 Rear of Gympie Fire Station main building taken from Nelson Road.

Figure 17 IMG_006 - Gympie Fire Station storage shed and communications tower taken from Nelson Road.
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Figure 18 IMG_007 -Communications tower, fencing and BA room taken from Bligh Street.

Figure 19 IMG_008 - Gympie Fire Station main building signage and lighting taken from Bligh Street.

Page 18 of 76 Application to Enter - Gympie Fire Station



Figure 20 IMG_009 - Old fire station bell on hardstand taken from Bligh Street.
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Figure 21 IMG_010 - Gympie Fire Station main building taken from Bligh Street

Figure 22 IMG_011 - Entrance vestibule taken from Nelson Road.
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Appendix A — Site Plan
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Gympie Fire Station Heritage Register Application - Site Plan
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Appendix B — Photographic Survey Plan
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Gympie Fire Station Heritage Register Application - Photographic Survey

Date Created: 30/04/2026
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Appendix C — Niche Environment and Heritage, “Gympie
Regional Council Heritage Places Study”, 2021
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Gympie Fire Station

Gympie Fire Station, 2019.

OTHER NAMES None known

ADDRESS / LOCATION 6 Bligh Street, Gympie

LOT/PLAN Lot 109 on MCH2680

AREA FOR PROTECTION Lot on Plan

PLACE TYPE Emergency services/fire control

PLACE COMPONENTS Building, location on allotment, original fabric, fixtures, fittings and architectural

detailing (internal and external), associated moveable heritage
YEAR CONSTRUCTED / PERIOD 1940

THEMES 6.3 Building settlements, towns, cities and dwellings: Developing urban services
and amenities

OTHER LISTINGS National Trust of Queensland, COOL 1/36
SIGNIFICANCE LEVEL Local, potential State significance
HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Gympie was established in 1867, when James Nash discovered gold in the district and a major gold rush commenced.
Gympie’s gold saved the Queensland economy from bankruptcy as it struggled for sufficient capital and investment
following the colony’s separation from New South Wales in 1859.

Gympie was originally called Nashville, but in 1868 the name was changed to Gympie, said to be a corruption of the local
Indigenous name for the endemic stinging tree. The goldfield’s two main centres — Nashville around Mary Street and the
One Mile near Deep Creek — developed rapidly and by 1869, the area had a population of many thousands. By the time
the official surveyors arrived in 1868, many businesses and residences had already been laid out and this resulted in the
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town being laid out in an irregular pattern, following the hilly topography and the mining sites, rather than the standard
grid pattern typical to most Queensland towns.

Mining operations progressed through three phases: alluvial to the early 1870s; shallow reef mining to 1880; and then
deep underground mining until the 1920s. The largest mine was the Scottish Gympie which worked at levels from 650 to
over 800 metres deep and had underground roadways exceeding 50 kilometres in length. The gold encouraged the
development of agriculture, government services and commerce, transforming Gympie from a ramshackle collection of
tents and makeshift wooden structures into a permanent settlement. The onset of deep mining drove an economic
boom for the town in the 1880s, which saw many fine, substantial buildings of brick and timber erected. The 1890s were
also a period of general prosperity for Gympie, assisted by the completion of the North Coast Railway to Brisbane which
opened the area to more intensive development. However, the period was also punctuated by difficulties such as the
global banking collapses of the opening years of the decade, disastrous flooding in South East Queensland in 1893,
labour unrest and towards the end of the century, a sustained drought and political uncertainty in the lead-up to
Federation.

Changes in mining processing (such as adoption of cyanidation) delivered Gympie a record yield in 1899, and the field
experienced its most profitable period from 1901 to 1906.By 1909, fifty-one mining companies were operating in the
region. This renaissance in gold production lead to another burst of building activity within the township during the first
two decades of the Twentieth Century and in 1903, Gympie was declared a town and became the administrative centre
of the Widgee Shire. However, the prosperity was not sustained as gold production declined after 1906, finally resulting
in the closure of the last mine around 1927. In response to this downturn, Gympie consolidated itself into a service town
for the region's growing dairying, timber and agricultural industries. In the post-World War Il period, the economy was
boosted by the development of a large powdered milk factory in 1953 and the building of the Borumba Dam in the
1960s.

With many wooden buildings, Gympie was impacted by a number of devastating fires in its early history. A central fire
station was built on a prominent location on Caledonian Hill in 1902. This was a two-storey wooden building that was
extended in the 1920s to accommodate the fire trucks which replaced the earlier horse-drawn carts. In 1938, the
Gympie Fire Brigade Board sought a loan of £5,000 from the State Government to build a new, modern station, but the
funding for the project was to be a joint venture between the State Government, Gympie City and insurance companies.
A substantial two-storey brick and concrete station with distinctive curve-fronted tower was designed to suit the site
and built at a cost of £6,500 in the Interwar Functionalist style by local master builder, David Malcolm Kay in 1940. It had
accommodation for two large engines, staff rooms and a board room on the ground floor. The private quarters of the
superintendent (Mr. W. J. Smith) were on the second floor. Side extensions to increase accommodation for engines and
a glass-enclosed observation deck on the tower were later added.

Generally, throughout the 19th and early 20th Centuries, Queensland fire stations were small timber buildings, often
only sheds or garages, but the Gympie Fire Station, along with the State-listed Albion Fire Station (built 1927) (QHR
602246) and now demolished South Brisbane Fire Station (built 1927), represented a move towards more commodious
and substantial two storey brick and concrete buildings. As the Albion Station demonstrates, the typical format was for
the ground floor to be devoted to garage space for two fire engines, a repair shop and pit, and facilities for staff, and the
top floor to be private accommodation for staff living on site.

The builder, Mr Kay (b.1894 - d.1961), was made foreman of Public Works in the Gympie area after the World War Il and
built and extended many public buildings in the Gympie area including schools and hospitals, including the Gympie Fire
Station in 1940.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gympie Fire Station is a place of local heritage significance as it demonstrates the evolution of emergency services
in the Gympie region as evidenced by, but not limited to, criterion a), b), d), e) and h) of the Heritage Places Study as
follows:
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A. The place is important in
demonstrating the evolution or
pattern of the Gympie region’s
history.

B. the place demonstrates rare,
uncommon or endangered aspects
of Gympie region’s cultural
heritage.

D. The place is important in
demonstrating the principal
characteristics of a particular class
of cultural places.

E. The place is important because of
its aesthetic significance to the local
area.

H. the place has a special
association with the life or work of
a particular person, group or
organisation of importance in
Gympie region’s history.

MAP

SOURCES

| Gympie Regional Council

The Gympie Fire Station is important in demonstrating the growth of Gympie
and the provision of fire-fighting services in the region during the inter-war
period.

With its distinctive curve-fronted tower, the Gympie Fire Station is a rare
example of the substantial two-storey brick and concrete buildings which
replaced earlier timber fire stations during the interwar period.

The Gympie Fire Station is important in demonstrating the class characteristics
of the brick interwar and mid-20th Century fire stations built in Queensland.

The Gympie Fire Station is a significant landmark in Gympie, situated on a
prominent hill location with commanding views of the surrounding district. The
place is of aesthetic significance due to its landmark qualities, sculptural form,
proportions and finishes characteristic of the Interwar Functionalist style of
architecture.

The Gympie Fire Station has a special association with the Gympie Fire Brigade
Board and the Gympie fire-fighting service as well as builder David Malcolm Kay,
who was made foreman of Public Works in the Gympie area after the Second
World War and built and extended many public buildings in the Gympie area.
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Appendix C — National Trust of Queensland, “COQOL
1/36 Gympie Fire Station”, 2001
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Appendix D — Gympie Regional Council Letter of
Support
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Appendix E - Gympie Fire Brigade Minute Book 1938-
1944 pages 25-26 and 37-60
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