
Earthquake Factsheet 
When it comes to extreme weather events in Queensland, it’s not so much a matter of ‘if’ but ‘when’. 
The more prepared we are, the faster we’ll bounce back. 

What is an Earthquake? 
An earthquake is a shaking of 
the Earth's crust. They strike 
without warning and vary greatly 
in severity.  

Earthquakes can be caused by: 

• underground volcanic forces

• the breaking of rock under the Earth's
surface

• a sudden movement along an existing fault
line.

• Most earthquake deaths are caused by
falling objects.

Other effects of an earthquake can include: 

• damage to electricity and telephone lines

• rupturing of gas, sewer and water mains

• landslides, faults and subsidence

• tsunamis.

Since 1994, all buildings in Australia must 
be built to resist earthquakes. 

Source: RACQ Get Ready Queensland and www.qld.gov.au 

How could this affect you? 
• You may experience heightened emotional or

physical reactions. For example, you may have
trouble focusing or sleeping, experience feelings of
anger or increase your use of alcohol.  In order to
take care of other loved ones, you need to take
care of yourself. Eat healthy, get enough sleep and
make time to stay connected with social networks.

• Do you have children? To assist their recovery,
stay calm and maintain regular routines, limit their
exposure to media and others conversations about
the flood, be positive — talk about how people are
working to clean up, help families with their needs
and to rebuild the community and continue to
reassure your kids that they’re safe if they keep
expressing concern or worry.

• Do you have pets or livestock? Take measures to
protect them from hazards, and to protect other
people from your animals.

• You may experience financial hardship if you need
to repair, rebuild your home or move elsewhere.
The right home and contents and car insurance
can help you to get back on your feet.

• You may not have access to a working toilet, home
or mobile phones, power, drinking water. Do you
have a plan for how you will remain safe, well and
connected to your loved ones?

PREPARING FOR AN EARTHQUAKE! 
 Prepare your home and business: know your local

earthquake risk and be prepared all year. It is too
late to secure items once an earthquake occurs but
you can be prepared by securing your belongings
that could cause damage if moved around.

 Watch for warning signs: erratic animal behaviour
— scared or confused pets, or birdcalls not usually
heard at night may indicate that an earthquake is
imminent or ground water levels — watch for sudden
water level changes in wells or artesian bores.

 Prepare an emergency kit: having an emergency
kit is an important step to prepare for, survive and
cope after an earthquake and aftershocks.

 Prepare for evacuation: know if your area has a
history of earthquakes and where to meet if you are
separated from your family, friends or colleagues.

 Check your neighbours: make the time to get to
know your neighbours and their needs.

 Pet emergency planning: it may not be possible to
take your pet with you to an evacuation shelter so
plan ahead and prepare a pet emergency kit.

 Tune in: tune into your local ABC radio or TV station
for updates or visit the Bureau of Meteorology
website for tsunami warnings.

Visit https://getready.qld.gov.au/be-prepared/ for more 
information on disasters and how to be prepared 

Download the 
Self Recovery app 

Visit our website 
www.qld.gov.au/ 
communityrecovery 

https://getready.qld.gov.au/be-prepared/
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